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1.0  POLICY 

 

1.01 Oklahoma Panhandle State University’s strictly adheres to the Oklahoma State Regents 

for Higher Education policy on in-state/out-of-state status of enrolled students (Academic 

Affairs Policies, Section 3.18) in accordance with 70 O.S. § 3218. 

 

1.02 Determination of Residency: As part of the admissions process, institutions are 

responsible for determining students’ instate/out-of-state status consistent with this 

policy. 

 

The burden of proof to establish in-state status shall be upon the student. Since residence 

or domicile is a matter of intent, each case will be judged on its own merit by the 

appropriate administrative official(s) consistent with this policy. 

 

A. Attendance at a postsecondary educational institution, albeit a continuous and long-

term experience, does not establish in-state status. Therefore, a student neither gains 

nor loses in-state status solely by attendance. 

 

B. Students attending an Oklahoma college or university may perform many objective 

acts, some of which are required by law (i.e. payment of taxes), and all of which are 

customarily done by some out-of-state students who do not intend to remain in 

Oklahoma after graduation, but are situational and necessary and/or voluntary (i.e. 

registering to vote, obtaining a driver's license). These acts and/or declarations alone 

are insufficient evidence of intent to remain in Oklahoma beyond the college 

experience. 

 

C. An out-of-state student attending an Oklahoma college or university on more than a 

half-time basis is presumed to be in the state primarily for educational purposes. 

 

D. An individual is not deemed to have acquired in-state status until he or she has been 

in the state for at least a year primarily as a permanent resident and not primarily as a 

student and has established domicile. Likewise, an individual classified as in-state 

shall not be reclassified as out-of-state until 12 months after leaving Oklahoma to live 

in another state. 

 

E. Unless residency has been established in another state, an individual who resided 

in Oklahoma at the time of graduation from an Oklahoma high school and has resided 

in the state with a parent or legal guardian for two years prior to graduation from high 

school will be eligible for in-state status and as allowed by this policy. 
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F. Each spouse in a family shall establish his or her own status on a separate basis. 

Exceptions include the following: when an out-of-state status individual marries a 

person with in-state status, the out-of-state individual may be considered in-state 

after documentation of the marriage and proof of domicile are satisfied without the 

12-month domiciliary waiting period, and as provided in this policy. 

 

G. Initial classification as out-of-state shall not prejudice the right of a person to be 

reclassified thereafter for following semesters or terms of enrollment as in-state 

provided that he or she establish domicile as defined in this policy. Institutions 

must establish procedures for students to appeal out-of-state status classification. 

 

H. Institutions may, but are not required, to waive out-of-state tuition (also known as 

Nonresident Tuition Waiver) in accordance with current State Regents’ Tuition and 

Fees policy 4.18.5.B that allows any institution in the State System to waive a 

portion of the out-of-state tuition which amount shall not exceed the difference 

between out-of-state tuition and the amount paid by in-state students. 

 

I. When a student transfers from one institution to another, the institution to which 

the student transfers is not bound by the in-state/out-of-state classification previously 

determined and may request documentation to determine the student’s in-state/out-of-

state status. 

 

  



The Office of Academic and Student Affairs  3 

 

Policy History 
Latest Revision: November 2023 

First Adopted: June 2019 

Revision History: November 2023 

 


